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CLAIM OF KANSAS.

STATE MEN~~
IN REFERENCE TO

THE CLAIM OF THE STATE OF KANSAS,
FOR

.Indemnification for expenses incurred 'in the support of her 1nilitia during
the rebel invasion in 1864.
[To accompany bill H. R. No. 112.]

.M ARCH

lG, 1869.-Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs aud ordered to be printed.

WASHINGTON, D. C., ]{arch 1, 18(3(3.
To the honorable Committee on J.1filitary Affairs of the Senate, Congress of
the United States:
GENTLEMEN: Having been appointed an agent by an act of the legislature of the State of Kansas, approved January 30, 1866, to secure
indemnity by the general government to the State of Kansas for expenses
and debts incurred in the support of her "militia" in repelling rebel
invasion by the forces under Price in 1864, I have the honor to submit
the following statement of facts, explaining, in as short and succinct
manner as possible, the nature and amount of these claims.
·
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. J. ANDERSON,
Adjutant General of Kansas.
In the fall of 186! it became well ascertained that General Price, with
a large rebel force, was moving upon Missouri, and general apprehension
began to be manifested by the citizens of Kansas that either by choice
he might march, or, from the force of circumstances, he might be driven
across the 8tate of Missouri and into Kansas, in order to make more
safe his return to the south with the plunder it was reasonable to suppose
he must obtain upon his route. After his movement against Pilot Knob,
and the advance of his army to ~.,ranklin and Herman, and finally to
J e:fferson City, these apprehensions settled into convictions, and urgent
appeals were made to the executive that he summon to the defence of
the State, and the support of the Union forces concentrating to withstand
the rPbel advancP, the militia of the State. The commander of the military department, l\Iajor General S. R. Curtis, representing the federal
goYPrnmeut, and understanding beRt the necessities of the country and
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the feeling of the fe<leral authorities, united in these appeals, as the
following despatches will exhibit, for prompt and thorough action upon
the part of the State authorities. Consequently, on the 8th day of
October, 1864, the subjoined "proclamation," embracing the telegrams
of General Curtis, and accompanied by the order for muster an<l organization of Major General Deitzler, commanding State militia, was issued
and promulgated with the utmost celerity to all portions of the State:
[Proclamation.]
S'I'ATE OF KANSAS, EXECUTIVE DEPAR'l':SIENT,

Topeka, Octobers, 186±.
The State is in peril! Price and his rebel hosts threaten it with
invasion. Kansas must be ready to hurl them back at any cost. The
necessity is urgent. The extent of that necessity the subjoined communication from Major General Curtis to me will estab.Jish :
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT 0~' KANSAS,

Fort Lea,;enwort!t, Ocwber 5, 18G4,
The rebel forces under General Price have made a fnrther advance westward, crossing the
Gasconade, and are, now at the railroad bridge, on the Osage, about 15 miles below .Jefferson
City. Large federal forces about St. Louis and below tend to drive him towards Kansa~.
Other motives al so will induce Lis fiendish followers to seek spoils and vongeance in this
State. To prevent this, and joi11 in efforts to expel these invaders from the country, •I desire
that you will call out the entire militia force, with their best ~trms and ammunition, for a
period of 30 days. Each man should be provided with two blankets or a buffalo robe fur
comfort, and a haversack for carrying provisions. No change of clothiiJg is necessary. I
want this force assembled on the border, mainly at Olathe, as soon as possiblo.J. For that
purpose let farmers' teams, with prodsions and forage, be employed to hurry th~m forward.
I will do all in my power to provide provisions and public transportation, hut I hope every
man will be as self-sustaining as possible, and be ready to join me in privations, hardships
and dangers, to aio our comrades in Missouri in destroying these rebel forces before they
again desolate the fair fields of Kansas. It is necessary to suspend business aud labor until
we are assured our property and earnings are not within the grasp of unscrupulous marauders
and murderers. CuufiJently believing, governor, that your excelleucy and all loyal citizens
will concur with me in the pruprie ty of this very imponunt demfl.nd, and give me yvur heart,v
co-operation and assistance,
I have the houor to be your very obedient servant,
S. R. CURTIS,
Mnjor Gene1·al, Commanding Department.
His Excellency Governor THOMA ' CAnNEY.
UN.ITED 8TATES MILITARY TELEGRAPH,

The line is now cut this side of Sedalia.
or south. Hurry up the miiitia.

Fort Leavenworth, October 8, 1864.
This indicates a rebel move by some body west

S. R. CURTIS, Major General.
Go\'e rnor CAnNEY.
UNITED STATES MILITARY TELEGRAPH,

.Fort Leavenworth, October 8, 1864.
To Gov. CARNEY: I request that you issue the call. Let the militia turn out. If not
needed, they will of course be discharged. Their call and collection WOllld enable us at least
to give an impetus to Price's departure. In your promp.t responses to my requests heretofore,
I am sure we have saved the State from desolation. Let us do it now. The enemy is now
near Sedalia, and a fight is expected there to night. They have burned Syracuse, Lamine,
and Otterville depots to day. You see, they seem moving steadily westward. Delay is
dangerous.
S. R. CURTIS, Major General.
~~

Kansans, rally! You will do ~o, as you have always promptly done
when your soil has been invaded. The call, this time, will come to you
louder and stronger, because you know the toe will seek to glut his vengeance upon you. Meet him then at the threshold; and strike boldlystrike as one man against him. Let all business be suspended. The
work to be done now js to .protect the State against marauders and
murderers. Until that is accomplished, we must lead a soldier's life and
do a soldier's duty. ·
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Men of Ka11sas, rally! One blow, one earnest, united blow, will foil the
invader and saYe you. Who will falter~ Who is not ready to meet the
peril~ Who will not defenu his home and State ·~ To arms, then! to
arms and the tented :field, until the· rebel foe shall be baffled and beaten
back. Major General Deitzler will assume command of the brave men
of Kawo;as, and issue the necrRsar,y orders.
THOMAS CAI~NEY,
GovernoT.

[General Orders No.-.]
HEADQUAR1'ERS KANSAS STATE MILITIA,

Topeka, OctofJer, 9, 1864.
In pur ' uance of the proclamation of the commander-in-chief of the 8th
instant, the militia of Kansas will turn out and rendezvous immediately
.at the points indicated below:
D01dpban, Brown, Nemeha aud Marshall counties, at the city of Atchison, under Brigadier General Sherry.
Atchison, Leavenworth, .Jefferson, Jackson, Pottawatomie, Riley,
Davit:'l, Wabaunsee, Shawnee, Douglas and Johnson counties, at Olathe,
under Brigadier General M. S. Grant.
\Vyandott county, at the city of Wyandott, under Major E. S. Hubbard.
Miami, Franklin, Osage, Morris, and Lyon counties, at Paola, under
Brigadier General Fishback.
Li1m, Anderson, and Oofl'ey counties, at Mound City, under Brigadier
GeneralS. N. Wood.
Bourbon, Allen, and Woodson <'onnties, at Fort Scott, under Brigadier
-General J. B. Scott.
Commanders of brigades anu regimentR will promptly prepare their
respeetiv-e commands for actiYe service for thirty (30) days, unless sooner
discharged, and see that each man will bring two blankets, a tin-cup,
knife and fork, a haversack; and also a coffee-pot and frying-pan for
€very tive men. Let each regiment and detachment bring ample transportation and all the rations possible, but there rr ust be no delay on any
account. The general government will undoubtedly pay all proper
charge~ for such transportation and supplies, and will furnish rations
and forage at the points indicated in this order, aR far and as soon as
possible. Let each man come with such arms as are at hand and a full
.supply of ammunition. As the campaign will be a short one, no change
()f clothing will be necessary. Until further orders the headquarters
will lw nt Olathe, to whid1 poh1t all returns and connnnnications will be
.sent.
B~· onler of Geo. W. DeitJ~l er, nu~jor general Kansas State militia.
JOHN T. J\10RTON,
Assistant Adjutant General.
~ en'r wa~ au appeal for help an1-1wered so promptly. In mm;t instauees,
on the next <lny, or the Reconcl day after the receipt of the proclamation
at rpg·imentallu;-:ulquarters, the regiment itself, in full force, was on the
march for the rt.>lHleznms deRignate(l by the commanc..ling general. And
it wm; only in exet>ptional rases-where the regimental district embraced
sev-eral cmmties in l'xtent-that the third or fourth day waR required
lJefor(' the eommmHl eonld take up its line of mareb.
On the lOth day of Oetober the federal eommander of the department,
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deeming the emergency so great . as to warrant the most thorough and
even extraordinary proceedings, issued a proclamation, declaring ma.r tial
law throughout the State, and calling into active service all not included
in the governor's proclamation, between 18 and 60 years of age, and of.
whateYer color.
.
What few bad failed to respond to the call of his excellency rallied
under this subsequent summons of the federal commander, not merely
in obedience to a sweeping military order, as such, but from the simple
fact that the necessity .of their presence became apparent, and, in obedience to the dictates of duty and patriotism, the entire male population
of the State capable of bearing arms rushed to the defence of the Common wealth and the republic.
Twenty-four regiments and four battalions, numbering 13,412 men,
promptly reported at the designated. rendezvous, and subsequently, when
the hour for the impending battle arrived, it found the large body of the
militia of the State in the vicinity of Kansas City, :M:o., "\Vestport, ami
the Shawnee mission. The militia participated in the battles of"\Vestport;
Big Blut=>, Little Blue, and Hickman's .Mills, and assisted the federal
troops in vanquishing the large and powerful rebel army, without which
assistance the results of the campaign would at least have been doubtfuL
The enemy having been utterly routed, on the 27th of October the
following proclmnation was issued from the executive office, disbanding
the militia, and thanking them for the prompt and unqualified manner
in which they responded to the eall, and the gallant and snccessfnlreRi~t
ance nuule by them t o the encroachment of the rebel army:
[Proclamation.]
EXEl'UTIVE DEPART:\1E~T,

Topeka, Kansas, October 27, le6..t.
No invader's foot treads the soil of Kansas. Price and Lis robber horde have fh:d ingl oriously before our heroic soldiery. I c.ongratulate you. It is eause for congratulation to the
State and to the country, for the defeat of th e marauders is sweeping and complete. Commanders of brigades, regiments, battalions and companies will march their respective commands to the counties to which they belong, au-:1 there disband them, making- a careful
record of the term of serviee of each man, and !'ee to it espt!cially that proper receipts an~
given for all property taken ·received while in the field or on their march homeward, ~o that
each man may obtain pay fur all serv:ces rendered or means furnished dnricg the time the
militia of the State have been in active service.
;r.

If

*

All claims arising for forage, subsisten ce, tran~portation, and fuel under the proclamation
of October tl, l8G4, from the!'c headquarters, calling iuto active service the militia of the
State, will, by direction of MHjor Geueral Curti s, be presented to Major General Deitzler for
adjustment under such rules aml regulations as be may preseribe for vayment by the general
government.
THOMAS CAR~EY,
G01;crnor and Commander-in- Chief

A full and detailed statement of the services of the militia is contained
in the adjutant general's report of the State of Kansas for the year 1864,
page 46-76, a copy of which is herewith transmitted.
By an act of the legislature, entitled "An act to provide for the
expenses of the militia and for the payment of claims and damages
arising out of the Price raid in 18G4," approved February 10, 1865, the
secretary of state, adjutant general, and attorney general, were declared
a board of commissioners to examine, audit, and allow all just claims,
properly authenticated, for services by the militia, &c. A copy of said
act, together with the report of the board of commissioners, is herewith
transmitted, marke(l A.
The board has :tlHlih>d claims, not including- damages to property~ to
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the amount of $505,190 21. Certificates have been issued for a portion
of this amount, and will be issued for the balance in due time. These
certificates are held by the citizens of the State, and the State from her
own resources will be unable to pay them for :vears to come.
'
T. J. ANDERSON,

Adjutant General of J{ansas.

WASHINGTON, D. U., 1lfarch 19, 18(;().
SrR: At the request of Ron. S. J. Crawford, goYernor of Kausa~-;, l

have the honor to submit, for the cons~deration of your committee, the
following statement relative to the calling out and supplying the militia
forces of Kansas in the fall of 1864 to act in conjunction with the regular
forces in operating against tlw rebel army nnder command of General
Sterliug Price.
About the 1st of October, 1864, I was ordered. iu from the plain~ to
relieve 1\iajor General George Sykes in the command of the district of
South Kansas, (depa-rtment of Kansas,) and on the lOth day of said
month did, by order of Major General Curtis, (commanding department,)
assume command of said district, and of the troops in the field, in thf'
campaign against the rebel army under Price.
It was understood that Price's command, with which he was mo\·iug
westward, on ~he line of the l\iissouri riYer, numbered over 20,000, \rhieh
, estimate subsequently proYed correct. To meet this large force there
was not to exceed 3,500 volunteer troops in my district, and none that
CO!tld be concentrated there from any other point as soon as they ·would
be required; therefore the only means of obtaining sufficient force for
operations against the enemy was in calling out the militia of the. State.
This was done by :l\Iajor General Curtis, commanding the departmeut, in
general order~ <leclaring martial law, and commanding an between the
ages of 18 and GO years to report immediately for duty. To this demand
a prompt respom;e wa~ made, and during the campaign against Price
that ensued all of the militia were at different times under my command,,
and participated in the series of battles from the 1Dth to the 28th of
October. 'fhe~~ "·ere at aU times, after they reportefl for duty, until discharged by the department commander, subject to the same rulcH and
regulations and penalties as troops of the regular or volunteer army,
and were at all time~ nuder the immediate control of federal officerB.
After they reported to me, and whenever it was practicable to do so,
they were furni~he<l 'vith subsistence, transportation, forage, aml quartermaster's supplies, the same as in the case of other troops, by my staff
commissary and quartermaster.
The greater part of the service rendered by these militia was not in
Kansas, but in Missouri, five of the six engagements being fought in the
latter State. They occupied the same status during the time they ·were
under the orden; of the federal officers as did other troops. They were
calle<l out to supply the place of regular troops that could not be procured to meet the emergency, and answered the call under great disadvantage and lo~~ to themselves.
The claims prP~ented to the government, inclndf'<l in the bill before
your committee, in addition to payment for services while aetnally
employed, are for subsistence, transportatio;1, forage, and quartermaster's
supplies, where tlwse coulcl not be furnished by officers of the commissary and quartermaster's department, as before stated, and for hor:';es
and otlwr property lost in battle. When thes<' irregular troop~ <'onld
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not be furnished with supplies or transportation by officers of the staff
departments of the general government, their officers purchased or took
from the citizens what was required, giving them memorandum receipts
for the same, with an understanding that these receipts would be taken
up and the accounts settled by officers of the general government for
supplies for which the government had received full benefit.
After the campaign against Price was concluded, General Curtis,
commanding the department, was about to take measures for the settlement of these claims for supplies and transportation, when, upon learning·
that Hon. James H. Lane (United States Renator) had introduced a bill
into Congress to prov1de for their adjustment, and upon assurances from
General Lane that the bill would pass, nothing further was done by
General Curtis in the matter, and these claims of the citizens of Kansas
for supplies for the use and benefit of the gelleral g·overnment still remain
unsettled.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES G. BLUNT,
Late llfajor General United States Yolunteers.
l-Ion. HENRY WILSON,
Chairman Committee on JJ,filitary A.ffairs, United Sta,tes Senate.

Report of the Board of Military Cmnm-issioners-Pt·ice's raid a,Jid Inrl·ia.n
expedition, 1864.
AN ACT to proville for the expenses of the militia, and fo!· the payment of clnims and
damages arising out of the Price raid in 1864.

Be i£ enacted by the legislature of the State of J[ansas, That the secreta.r y
of state, adjutant general, and attorney general of the State are hereby
declared a board of commissioners, whose duty it shall be to examine,
audit, and allow all just claims, properly authenticated, for services by
militia, supplies, and material and transportation furnished to or taken
by said militia or the troops of the United State~, damages to property
done by the same, and demands of any character growing out of any
transaction for the use or benefit of said militia or troops of the United
States during the in-vasion, or attempted invasion, of the State by the
rebel army unde;r P.!.'ice in the months of October and November, 1864,
and the defence of the State against Indians during sa,i d year.
SEc. 2. Each and e\~ery claim shall be presented to said board before
the first day of December next, under such regulations as may be prescribed by said board: Pro ·oicled, That in addition to affidadt and corroborative proof of claim, :the account shall pe made in the same form
of duplicate voucher as is used by the quartermaster and commissary
departments of the United States.
S_gc, 3. That the said board shall audit all claims for horses killed in
battle, captured by the enemy, or unavoidably lost on account of the
said campaign again~t Pric<', and in the months and year before named,
including also all necessary and just expenses of militia called into
service in the western part of the State in the expeditions against the
Indians, under orders of General Curtis, in the months of July and
August, including also claims for the transportation of troops or supplies
of any and every kind, incident to the movements of 'the State forces
aforesaid, including, also, damages to fences and real estate, destruction
or commmption of crops and personal property; and that every such
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claim or uemand sha.U be that of citizens or actual residents of the State
of Kansas at the time of said use; damage, or destruction.
SEc. 4. There shall be four classes of claims : 1st, for services rendered~
2d, for rn~teria.Is, supplies, and transportation furnished; 3d, for damages.
sustained; 4th, for miscellaneous claims. The classes of claims shall be
made out separate from each other, and be thus consiuered and audited
y the commissioners.
SEc. 5. All accounts for ervices shall set forth what services, under
whose immediate command, and when they served; for material furnished
they shall state what \Yas furnished, the quantity, and to whom furnished,.
and the market value of the same when furnished; and for damages
sustained, how the damages accrued, in what damaged, and the manner
in which they estimate the damage; for miscellaneous claims, the nature
of such claims.
SEc. G. After Kaid commissioners have audited and allowed to the
claimant so much as in their judgment they shall deem right, they shall
issue a certificate to such claimant in the language as follows, to witexcept in cases where persons lmve nm:-;tered on regular muster and
pay-rulls r'or services rendered as militiamen, in which case those payrolls shall be considered as suitable vouchers, after having been properly
certified to by the commanding officer of the regiment, battalion, or
company: "1'he commissioners appointed under an act, (descriue it,) do
find that there i::;; due - - - , for services rendered, $-; for materials
furnished, $-, com;isting of $-; by damages sustained by reason of
(here state natm'(',) $-; for miscellaueous claims, (state nature,) $-."
A separate certititate shall be given for each class of claims allmved.
SEc. 7. ThP S(>eretary of state shall furnish said commissioners with
aU books, papers, and such blanks as shall be needed by said commissiOiiers for tlle purposes mentioned in thi,· act.
SEc. 8. The commissioners shall keep a careful record of all their acts,
all testimony filed before them, their awards, and the amounts allowed,
and shall complete their labbrs by the first of .Tanuary next, and furnish
a complete account of all the certificates issued by them, and to whom
issued, and for \Yhat amount, and all such records, testimony, and
accounts of the commissioners shall be filed with the auditor of l'tate,
and by him carefully preserved.
SEC. 9. Said commissioners shall appoint one clerk or more, with such
allowance as they may deem necessary; and said clerks are hereby
invested with power to administer oaths, -with the view of facilitating
the busines before the board.
SEC. 10. It shall be the duty of the officers of the several companies
of militia to make out in duplicate, and forward to the adjutant general,
if not already forwarded, th~ muster and pay-rolls of their respectiYc
organizations, verified by affidavit as to the actual term of service thereof,
in said Price raid and Indian expeditions; and the said commission shall
allow to the officers, or persons acting as such, the same pay and allowances as are pa,i d by the United States to commissioned officers of volunteers of similar rank, and to the privates, at the rate of $1G per month
and 40 cents per day additional for use and risk of horse, where priyate
horses were furnished, and $3 50 per month as commutation for clothing.
SEC. 11. The adjutant general of the State shall1·eport to the governor
the amounts thus found due in the same manner as the commissioners
are required to certify to each person, to wit: the amount found due for
services; the amount found due.for material furnished; the amount found
due for damages sustained; and the amount found due for miscellaneous
claims; on receipt of which, the goyernor shall m::,ke a detailed state-
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ment of the whole matter, together with such other matter as he may
deem wise, and transmit the same, together with a certified copy of this
act, through our senators and member of CongreRs, asking an appropriation for the payment of said claims.
SEc. 12. That this act shall take effect and be in force from and after
its publication; and it shall be the duty of the secretary of Rtate, imme(liately upon the approval of this act by the governor, to have a certified
copy published once in the State ltecord, which shall com;;titute Ruch
publication.
~\pprovecl February 10, 186fi.
S. J. CRAWFORD, Governor.
I hereby eertify the foregoing to be a true copy of the enrolled law on
file in my office, and that the same was published in the Topeka State
Record, for February. 13, 1865.
R. A. BARKER,
Secretary of State.

PRICE'S RAJD.

Services rendered:
Amount due organized militia, as per pay and
muster rolls now on file ... _........... _.. $146,753 03
Amount.due irregular militia, as per pay and
muster rolls now on file .............. _.. .
16,535 GO
Amount due colored militia, as per pay and
muster rolls now on file ...... _...... _.. __
1,939 46
- - - - - $165,228 09
For material furnishetl:
Forage .... __ . _........ - . - - - - ............ .
37,400 92
Subsistence .. _....... _. . . . . . .. - ....... - ~ 5,989 35
Fuel _... ________ . _. _____ . _.. __ .......... .
1,843 00
739 ()!)
Mt~dicine8 and medical stores . __ ... _.. _... - Stationery __ . _........ __ . ___ . _....... - .. - 216 95
Camp and garrison equipage . _. _.......... .
6,090 64
Blankets . . . . . . . . . . . ......... - ........ .
27,187 04
Ordnance stores. ___ ..... _._ .............. .
90 40
79,557 99
Transportation __ .............. _.................. - .. . .
14,688 05
259,474 13

Damage sustained:
Property ta,ken or destroyecl by public enemy,
(Price) .. _........... __ .... __ ...........
Property taken or destroyed by United States
and Kansas State militia ........ _........
Damage by unknown troops of United States
and militia .......... _.... _............ _.
Damage by unknown troops of United State~
an(l public enemy __ ............. _.. ·; _..

83,875 08
2,829 75
3,298 00
1,748 00
91,750 83

Miscellaneous claims:
Property lost in action and taken by the enemy
Rent of company (militia) quarters ......... .

32,288 50
217 67
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Printing quartermaster's vouchers ......... .
Labor ................................... .

$3 2'5
178 35
---

$32,687 77
383,912 73

TotaL .....
INDIAN EXPEDITION.

Services rendered:
Amount due organizeu militia as per day and muster rolls
now on file. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12, 088
1\iaterial furnished :
Forage ................................... .
$232 55
Subsistence .............................. .
490 40
Fuel .................................... .
18 00
Medicines and medical stores .............. .
20 00
760
Transportation ....................................... .
158
Damage sustained :
Prol?~r!y taken by United States troops and Kansas State
m1l1t1a ............................................. .
20
Total ......................................... .
Price's raid ........................................... .

9.3

95
41

00

13,028 31
383, 912 7.3

Total amount audited. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 396, 941 04
Amount of claims anditeu by the board, anu for which certificates Lave not yet iss~ed ....... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200, 000 00
Total ....................................... . .. .
Deducting claims allowed for damages ................. .

596,941 04
91,750 83

Balance ...................... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

505, 190 :n

TOPEKA, KANSAS,

January 26, 1866.
We, the undersigned, a board of commissioners appointed under an
act approved February 11, 18G5, a copy of which is hereto attached, uo
hereby certify that the within and foregoing account is a correct statement of the amounts audited and allowed as per. vouchers and pa;r-rolls
now on file in office of said board.
In testimony whereof, we have hereto affixed onr hands and official
seals the day and year above written.
(SEAL.]
R. A. BARKER,
Secretary of Stcttc.
[SEAL.]
T. J. ANDERSON,
Adjutant General.
[SEAL.]
J. D. BRUMBAUGH,
Attonwy General.
W .AR DEPARTl\IENT, February 6, 1866.
The expenditures having been incurred for troops not mustered into
the Unitml St,tte · R rvic3, they cannot be adjusteU. at the Treasury without the. action of Congress.
W. SCOTT KETCHUM,
Bre1'et ]fajor Genera), .Assi~tant Inspector Gene·ral.
H. Mis. Doc. 6--2

